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Introduction  

Grant Purpose and Goals  

In September 2022, the Metropolitan Transportation Commission (MTC) adopted the Transit 
Oriented Communities (TOC) Policy to support the region's transit investments by creating 
communities around transit stations and along transit corridors that not only enable transit 
ridership, but also are places where Bay Area residents of all abilities, income levels, and racial and 
ethnic backgrounds can live, work, and access services.   
  
The TOC Policy focuses on the core elements of land use density, affordable housing, parking 
management, and complete streets/multimodal access to implement Plan Bay Area 2050 
strategies.  The TOC Policy applies to the half-mile area around existing and planned fixed 
guideway transit stops and stations (i.e., regional rail, commuter rail, light-rail transit, bus rapid 
transit, and ferries).   
  
MTC is releasing approximately $20 million for local planning and policy development across all 
four components of the TOC Policy to help achieve these goals:   

1. Increasing residential and commercial densities around station areas,  
2. Adopting housing policies from the “3Ps” menu (production, preservation, and protection),   
3. Adjusting minimum and maximum parking ratios as well as transportation demand 

management policies, and  
4. Planning for station access that includes active transportation uses and mobility hub 

infrastructure.  
  
The Application is due Friday, November 22 at 4pm and is available on the MTC Website.   

Project Approach   

MTC will provide grants to fund technical assistance and staff time to create and implement 
policies that will help jurisdictions to comply with each policy area. Jurisdictions may apply for as 
little as one or up to all categories of projects across this Call for Projects based on need and 
capacity to become TOC compliant in each area.  Applying for funding in multiple categories will 
neither advantage nor disadvantage an applicant if the applicant demonstrates commitment to 
fulfilling the requirements across the TOC policy.   
  
Awards may be made on a competitive basis depending on program demand. There is some 
variation across these policy and infrastructure areas described in the following sections, but will 
generally be determined based on:  
¶ Level of impact of the proposed work;   
¶ Demonstrated alignment and commitment to TOC program goals and Plan Bay Area 2050;  
¶ Alignment with other MTC programs including TOC locations with Priority Development 

Area (PDA) or specific plans; Priority Sites; Mapping and Wayfinding pilot locations; and 
Equity Priority Communities;  

¶ Readiness to complete the work; and 
¶ Prioritization will depend on program demand.  

https://mtc.ca.gov/planning/land-use/transit-oriented-communities-toc-policy
https://mtc.ca.gov/planning/land-use/transit-oriented-communities-toc-policy
https://planbayarea.org/plan-bay-area-2050
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/01311260043f4bd689907c9df577bfff
file:///C:/Users/ifarnsworth/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2J0IDA80/•%09https:/abag.ca.gov/technical-assistance/transit-oriented-communities-and-climate-program-implementation-grants-2024
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Project Timing and Readiness: MTC understands that some projects require multiyear efforts and 
therefore may not be completed by the 2026 TOC compliance deadline. In such cases, a 
jurisdiction can demonstrate readiness by creating an ambitious yet realistic timeline, detailing the 
resources available to ensure timely completion, and/or referencing a track record of timely 
completion of planning and policy development initiatives. 

Eligible Applicants  

Eligible applicants are jurisdictions with at least one TOC area. Jurisdictions will be asked to 

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2023-11/MTC_Resolution_4530.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/MTC%20Mobility%20Hub%20Implementation%20Playbook_4-30-21.pdf
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/MTC%20Mobility%20Hub%20Implementation%20Playbook_4-30-21.pdf
/technical-assistance/parking-policy-playbook
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-07/MTC_Administrative_Guidance_for_Complete_Streets_Checklist.pdf
file:///C:/Users/ifarnsworth/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/2J0IDA80/•%09https:/abag.ca.gov/technical-assistance/2024-toc-planning-and-implementation-grants


/technical-assistance/2024-toc-planning-and-implementation-grants
/technical-assistance/2024-toc-planning-and-implementation-grants
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
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Jurisdictions will be expected to hire their own consultants for this area of work and meet CalTrans 
funding and procurement requirements.  MTC may administer consultant contracts for grants of 
$350,000 or less, at MTC's discretion. Jurisdictions may request an exception to the $350,000 
threshold for good cause, though the contracting mechanism remains at the discretion of MTC.  
  
Examples of eligible projects include specific plans to comprehensively address multiple 
components of the TOC Policy, plan amendments, updates to zoning regulations or re-zoning 
parcels and the related work necessary for adoption, including code amendments, community 
outreach, analysis, presentations, and CEQA.   
 

Scoring: Zoning Density for New Residential and Commercial Office 
Development    
Proposal Impact  
¶ Number of TOCs in jurisdiction impacted  
¶ Depth of impact on number of residents, riders, and units  
¶ Overall impact of project(s) proposed on jurisdiction’s TOC 

compliance  

40%  

Alignment with the program goals and approach  
¶ Demonstration of understanding and commitment to meeting all 

TOC policy requirements  
¶ Demonstration of understanding and commitment to the goals 

described in Plan Bay Area 2050  

30%  

Alignment with other MTC programs or grants underway  
¶

 ¶

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/guidelines-and-procedures/local-assistance-procedures-manual-lapm
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/guidelines-and-procedures/local-assistance-procedures-manual-lapm
/technical-assistance/priority-development-area-program-overview
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=10f6419ea8a940bc856958d556186e76
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/meetings/attachments/6057/3a_24_0900_Summary_Sheet_RMWP_Pilot_Projects_Update.pdf
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=e6e047db3cd54bc1add00ceebf999340
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/01311260043f4bd689907c9df577bfff
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5033763-list-station-areas-jurisdictions-subject-mtcs-transit-oriented-communities-toc-policy
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mailto:hdiaz@bayareametro.gov
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
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¶ Description of how the selected TOC Housing Policies are 
intended to affirmatively further fair housing. Applicants may use 
data from various sources (e.g., HCD, local Housing Element, 
ABAG’s Housing and Land Use Viewer) to articulate this impact  

¶ Overall impact of project(s) proposed on jurisdiction’s TOC 
compliance  

¶ Implementation of Preservation and/or Protections Policies  
o Priority will be given to proposals that focus on 

Preservation and/or Protections policies and address the 
items listed above with a clear articulation of community 
impact.   

Alignment with the program goals and approach  
¶ Demonstration of understanding and commitment to meeting all 

TOC policy requirements  
¶ Demonstration of understanding and commitment to the goals 

described in Plan Bay Area 2050  

20%  
  

Alignment with other MTC programs or grants underway  
¶ TOC areas with Priority Development Area (PDA) or specific 

plans  
¶ Priority Sites designation  
¶ Mapping and Wayfinding Pilot location 
¶ The TOC area is also in/overlaps an MTC Equity Priority 

Community (EPC)   

20%  

Readiness: demonstration that jurisdiction will complete the work 
funded through the Housing Policy grant.  

10%  

  

Proposals: Housing Policies   

Applicants will be asked to provide the following information to apply for these funds.   
1. List the Transit Oriented Communities within the jurisdiction that the project will apply to 

(indicate citywide if the policy is implemented at this level).  
2. Please select the housing policies you intend to implement using the Housing Policy Grant.   

a. As a reminder, to comply with the TOC Policy requirements, jurisdictions shall adopt two 
policies within each of the three housing policy areas – production, preservation and 
protections (the 3Ps).   

b. Applicants are not required to use the Housing Policy Grant towards implementation of 
all required TOC Housing Policies (6 total). If a jurisdiction has already implemented one 
or more of the TOC Housing Policies to the policy threshold requirements, please make 
note of this.  

3. Briefly describe the impact your jurisdiction(s) seeks to make through implementation of one or 
more TOC Housing Policies (see details in Scoring).  

a. Please include descriptions and any relevant data to provide rationale for the estimated 
fair housing impact. Applicants may use data from various sources (HCD, ABAG’s 
Housing and Land Use Viewer, local Housing Element, etc.) to articulate this impact.  

https://housing.abag.ca.gov/
/technical-assistance/priority-development-area-program-overview
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=10f6419ea8a940bc856958d556186e76
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/meetings/attachments/6057/3a_24_0900_Summary_Sheet_RMWP_Pilot_Projects_Update.pdf
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=e6e047db3cd54bc1add00ceebf999340
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=e6e047db3cd54bc1add00ceebf999340
https://housing.abag.ca.gov/
https://housing.abag.ca.gov/


mailto:hdiaz@bayareametro.gov
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
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Scoring: Parking Management   
Proposal Impact  
¶ Percentage of TOCs in jurisdiction impacted  
¶ Breadth and depth of impact on jurisdiction’s current parking policy 

and standards  
¶ Depth of impact on number of residents, transit riders and those 

traveling within the TOC station area. Overall impact of project(s) 
proposed on jurisdiction’s TOC compliance (please include 
quantitative information if available)  

40%  

Alignment with the program goals and approach  
¶ Demonstration of understanding and commitment to meeting all 

TOC policy requirements  
¶ Demonstration of understanding and commitment to the goals 

described in Plan Bay Area 2050  
¶ Demonstrated local support for parking management or plan to 

achieve it  

30%  

Alignment with other MTC programs or grants underway  
¶ TOC areas with Priority Development Area (PDA) or specific plans  
¶ Mapping and Wayfinding Pilot location  
¶ Priority Sites  
¶ The TOC area is also in/overlaps an MTC Equity Priority Community 

(EPC)   

20%  

Readiness: demonstration that jurisdiction will be positioned to engage 
with this work in a timely manner, with a goal of achieving TOC 
compliance in 2026   

10%  

  

Proposals: Parking Management   
Applicants will be asked to provide the following information to apply for these funds.   
1. List the Transit Oriented Communities within your jurisdiction that the project will apply to. See 

the TOC map or list of TOC areas by jurisdiction.   
2. Please refer to the standardized scope of work (Attachment B) anticipated for TOC Policy parking 

requirements compliance. How does this scope of work align with your jurisdiction’s plans to 
become compliant with the TOC Policy? If it does not align with your needs, please describe any 
proposed deviations from the standardized scope of work.   

3. Briefly describe your jurisdiction’s status

/technical-assistance/priority-development-area-program-overview
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/meetings/attachments/6057/3a_24_0900_Summary_Sheet_RMWP_Pilot_Projects_Update.pdf
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=10f6419ea8a940bc856958d556186e76
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=e6e047db3cd54bc1add00ceebf999340
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/01311260043f4bd689907c9df577bfff
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5033763-list-station-areas-jurisdictions-subject-mtcs-transit-oriented-communities-toc-policy
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mailto:jmandella@bayareametro.gov
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy


/technical-assistance/priority-development-area-program-overview
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=10f6419ea8a940bc856958d556186e76
https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/meetings/attachments/6057/3a_24_0900_Summary_Sheet_RMWP_Pilot_Projects_Update.pdf
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=e6e047db3cd54bc1add00ceebf999340
https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/mapviewer/index.html?webmap=e6e047db3cd54bc1add00ceebf999340
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/01311260043f4bd689907c9df577bfff
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5033763-list-station-areas-jurisdictions-subject-mtcs-transit-oriented-communities-toc-policy
https://mtc.ca.gov/digital-library/5023804-mtc-administrative-guidance-transit-oriented-communities-policy
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Program Funding: Station Access and Circulation  

MTC will award between $100,000 and $400,000 for station access and circulation grants. MTC 
anticipates awarding up to this amount based on project size and jurisdiction needs.   

Contact Information: Station Access and Circulation  

Please contact Krute Singa (ksinga@bayareametro.gov) with any questions.   
  
 
 

 

  

mailto:ksinga@bayareametro.gov


https://mtc.ca.gov/funding/federal-funding/federal-highway-administration-grants/one-bay-area-grant-obag-3
https://dot.ca.gov/programs/local-assistance/guidelines-and-procedures/local-assistance-procedures-manual-lapm


/tools-resources/digital-library/2024climateprogramimplementationgrantspostawardsampleresolutiondocx
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Attachment A: Minimum Requirements for Specific 
Plans or Plan Amendments   

This document defines the minimum requirements for Planning Grants. In addition to the 
requirements shown here and as described in the guidance above, grant-funded plans 
must also comply with the Transit-Oriented Communities (TOC) Policy where applicable. 

I. Requirements. Planning grants must include or refer to previously adopted plans 
or policies for the planning area that include: (a) a Plan; (b) amendments to zoning, 
general plans, and other relevant policies and processes to achieve consistency 
with the plan; (c) an environmental document; (d) community assessment; and (e) 
community engagement.   
a. Plan: Specific, Precise, or similar plan including, at a minimum, the following 
content, greater detail will be provided upon grant award.   

1. Vision:  Overview of the Plan written in plain language including the structure 
and intended outcomes of the Plan, a summary of the area’s history and 
planning process, and future actions to advance the Plan.   
2. Development Standards: Objectively verifiable standards applicable to 
proposed development projects in the Plan area. Standards should be 
quantitative and presented concisely in text, tables, and diagrams, and must 
establish a diagram of districts to which standards apply and specify permitted 
uses, share of required affordable housing, parking, building design, site 
design, and project approval process.  
3. Public Realm Standards: Objectively verifiable standards applicable to 
improvements to existing public rights-of-way and to the design of new public 
rights-

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-10/MTC_Resolution_4530.pdf
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/digital-toolbox/content/plain-language#:~:text=The%20main%20guidelines%20to%20ensure,the%20audience's%20formal%20education%20level.
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Attachment B: Scope of Work for Parking Maximums 
and Parking & Transportation Demand Management 
Policy Adoption  

Please use this scope of work to complete your application for parking management. This 
standardized scope of work anticipates including the following tasks (with each task listing 
example activities that may be performed):   
   
Parking Maximums and Parking & Transportation Demand Management (TDM) Policy 
Adoption   

A. Review of Existing Policies and Conditions  
o Comprehensive review of existing policies and requirements (local policies in 
addition to regional and state legislation regarding parking requirements); data 
collection  
o Possible deliverables: draft and final existing policy memo  

B. Community and Stakeholder Engagement  
o Outreach effort to gather the input of stakeholders, including residents, 
developers, businesses, etc. to be considered within the updated parking 
requirements  
o Possible deliverables: stakeholder engagement plan, outreach materials  

C. Determine approach for achieving parking maximums and supportive TDM 
policies  

o As outlined in the TOC Policy Administrative Guidance, adopt one of the 
following two approaches for meeting the TOC Policy’s maximum parking 
standards:  

i.Adopt an overlay zone or updates to a parking use table or chapter.  
ii.Adopt a parking district, station area cap, or other methods that limits 

parking.   
o Possible 
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▪ Include bike parking requirements  
o Deliverables:  policy document  

F. Ordinance Adoption  
¶ Present parking maximum and PTDM policies to appointed officials for consideration 

and recommendation  

¶ Includes pre-meetings (i.e., planning commission listening sessions) before going to 

city councils  

¶ Possible deliverables: public hearing(s)  

   
Note: It is recommended that Parking Maximums and Parking & Transportation Demand 
Management Policy Adoption connect to Station Access and Circulation for a holistic 



https://mtc.maps.arcgis.com/apps/instant/basic/index.html?appid=10f6419ea8a940bc856958d556186e76
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o Comprehensive review of existing policies, including but not limited to the 
local and regional Complete Streets policies (MTC Resolution 4493), and transit 

https://mtc.ca.gov/sites/default/files/documents/2022-05/Resolution-4493_approved.pdf
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Please note that the anticipated assistance activities listed above are subject to change. Final 
scope of work for each selected applicant may also depend on planning already completed by the 
applicant.  
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